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Wendling Beck Exemplar Project (WBEP)

LANDSCAPE VISION: 

Creating one of the first landscape-scale, natural capital projects in the UK 

Photograph ïDillington Carr SSSI ïCentral Project Zone
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WBEP in a Nutshell
The rationale of the project

What the 

WBEP 

aims to do

Why we 

need 

investment

Create and restore 

ecosystem services (e.g. via 

habitats, carbon sequestration 

or nutrient recycling)é.

é and finance this via the 

sale of environmental 

credits (predominately via 

biodiversity credits but also 

via carbon credits and water 

ecosystem services) 

Mobilise funding  & investment so the WBEP is ready to:

1) Re-purpose land now and begin the journey to landscape-scale restoration

2) Start Restoring ecosystems early

3) Sell environmental credits ïwhich will fund further habitat creation & restoration
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© Wendling Beck Exemplar Project 2021 2



Overall Opportunity: Closing the Biodiversity Financing Gap
A global opportunity to close the biodiversity financing gap, which we want to tap into

Source: TNC, the Paulson Institute and Cornell University, Financing Nature (2020) 

Nature is declining globally at unprecedented rates

To mitigate against the loss of global biodiversity unprecedented 

amounts of funding must flow into protecting nature

However, we are currently still witnessing an annual biodiversity 

financing gap of US$598-824bn

Biodiversity offsetting key to 

closing the gap, with the potential 

to generate US$162-168bn/ yr in 

biodiversity funding globally

This is where the WBEP comes into play, pioneering biodiversity 

offsetting and payment for ecosystem services in the UK 

Likewise, wider payment for 

ecosystem services have 

significant impact and revenue 

potential
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